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while you are at Turin, pray read the history of the House of Savoy, which has produced a great many very great men. The late King, Victor Amede'e, was undoubtedly one, and the present King* is in my opinion another. In general, I believe that little Princes are more likely to be great men, than those whose more extensive dominions, and superior strength, flatter them with a security, which commonly produces negligence and indolence. A little Prince in the neighbourhood of great ones, must be alert, and look out sharp, if he would secure his own dominions: much more still if he would enlarge them. He must watch for conjunctures, or endeavour to make them. No Princes have ever possessed this art better than those of the House of Savoy; who have enlarged their dominions prodigiously within a century, by profiting of conjunctures.
I send you here enclosed a letter from Comte Las-caris, who is a warm friend of yours: I desire that you will answer it very soon, and very cordially; and remember to make your compliments in it to Comte du Perron. A young man should never be wanting in tbese attentions; they cost little, and bring in a great deal, by getting you people's good word and affection. They gain the heart, to which I have always advised Jrou to apply yourself particularly; it guides ten thousand for one that reason influences.
I cannot end this letter, or, I believe, any other, without repeating my recommendation of the Graces. They are to be met with at Turin; for God's sake, sacrifice to them, and they will be propitious. People
* Obarles Emanuel, who had succeeded to the throne in 1780, on his father's resignation.